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Uncle Sam and the Historical Society Wants You
by Lynne Belluscio

 This image of Uncle 
Sam was used during World 
War 1 to recruit men for the 
army.  It was an illustration 
drawn by James Montgomery 
Flagg, who borrowed a simi-
lar pose in England, of Lord 
Kitchener. Flagg’s drawing 
of an elderly white haired 
man with a goatee, wearing 
a top hat with white stars 
on a blue band and a blue 
tail coat and red and white 
striped pants, became the 
iconic image that is still used 
today.  The LeRoy Historical 
Society, in commemoration 
of the 2018 World War I ex-
hibit, is borrowing the same 
image to “recruit” some new 
members.
 Our new recruits will 
not be expected to report 
for duty, or to turn out for 
inspection. You won’t need 
a physical and there will be 
absolutely no marching!!  All 
new recruits will be issued a 
membership card that enti-
tles you to free admission all 
year to the Jell-O Museum 
and a coupon for a 10% dis-
count in the gift shop.  The 
best part of the membership, 
will be four newsletters with 
historical articles on a vari-
ety of topics.  And you will 
have the knowledge that you 
have made it possible for the 
Historical Society to pre-
serve LeRoy’s great heritage 
and share it with thousands 
of visitors and hundreds of 

school students 
 So why would you 
think of “enlisting”?  First, 
your membership helps sup-
port our school programs. 
We offer “Hands on History 
“ programs for kindergarten, 
first, second, third and fourth 
grades.  And the classes 
bring “History Home.”  We 
see all of these students at 
least twice a year. Our recent 
fourth grade program about 
early lighting included the 
story of how Lapp Insula-
tor Company was a pioneer 
in manufacturing insulators, 
so that the electricity pro-
duced at Niagara Falls can 
be brought to their home and 
school.  For the third grades, 
we bring out old tools and 
kitchen gadgets and talk 
about simple machines.  The 
One Room School program 
for the fourth grades teach-
es “reading, writing and 
‘rithmetic” and this year we 
added some local geography. 
Kids looked at old maps of 
LeRoy and found familiar 
landmarks.  Some even found 
their houses on the old maps.  
Maybe last year you saw all 
the flags around the Statue of 
Liberty.  That was part of a 
program we offered the third 
grades on immigrants.   
 We rely heavily on 
our “veterans” for support. 
Many of these people have 
been members for over 20 
years.   I’d have to check the 
records, but there are a few 
who have been members for 
over 50 years.  But it’s time 
to bring in the new recruits 

and we hope we won’t have 
to rely on a “draft. “ 
 Here are some things 
that you may not know about 
the Historical Society. It was 
founded in 1940.  We have 
400 members today, but back 
in 1940, there were 600 mem-
bers. Some of our members 
no longer live in LeRoy and 
our newsletter is their con-
tact with “home.”  We have 
nearly 90 Life Members and 
all of their membership mon-
ey is invested in our endow-
ment.  We employ 10 peo-
ple to keep the doors of the 
Jell-O Gallery open. Some of 
our income is derived from 
sales in the gift shop and we 
also charge $5 for admission. 
That helps pay the electricity 
and heat bills. (But if you are 
a member, you get in free.)  
Although we are a tax-free 
educational institution, we 
are required to collect and 
pay sales tax on what we sell 
in the gift shop.  We have 
about 40 volunteers who 
work at the LeRoy House 
during the summer. They 
have the opportunity to meet 
a lot of interesting people 
from all over the world and 
share the history of LeRoy. 
The Historical Society rais-
es money with two BBQs on 
Trigon Park and the Annual 
Dinner Auction.  To maintain 
the billboard on the Thruway, 
we are very thankful for our 
partners, D&R Depot, the 
Genesee County Chamber of 
Commerce, LeRoy McDon-
alds, LeRoy Subway, LeRoy 
Business Council and Kraft-

Heinz.  (The billboard costs 
$700 a month!) 
 If you’ve managed 
to read this far, you now have 
an opportunity to join the 
Historical Society (see mem-
bership below).  And if you 
are interested in knowing a 
bit more about the history of 
Uncle Sam, keep reading.
 The story of Uncle 
Sam is obscure. Some histo-
rians claim that Uncle Sam 
and Brother Jonathan from 
the Revolutionary War were 
one and the same. Another 
story connects Uncle Sam 
with a meat packer from Troy, 
New York, who supplied 
barrels of meat to the U.S. 
Army.  His name was Sam-
uel Wilson and he stamped 
all of his meat barrels with 
“U.S.”  for United States.  
Soldiers, often said that the 
U.S. on the barrels stood 
for “Uncle Sam (Wilson). ” 
Which ever story is true, on 
September 7, 1961, Congress 
officially named Uncle Sam 
as the permanent symbol of 
American strength and ideal-
ism. On September 13, 1989, 
President George Bush pro-
claimed the day “Uncle Sam 
Day”  in commemoration of 
Samuel Wilson’s birthday 
in 1766.  It just happened to 
coincide with the bicentenni-
al celebration of the City of 
Troy, where Wilson lived and 
worked.  There were a vari-
ety of images of Uncle Sam 
in the 1800s, but it is Flagg’s 
image that we recognize 
now.
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Special Donors 
 On behalf of the Board of 
Trustees and the membership, we 
extend a special thank you to Mimi 
Baglio for a donation of $7000 which 
at her request will be divided among 
several projects.  $2500 will be trans-
ferred to the Education Fund.  That will 
be matched by an anonymous donor, 
so the education fund will grow by 
$5000.  A portion of her donation will 
be used for the acquisition of special 
objects for the collection and a portion 
will be transferred to the maintenance 
fund to defray the cost of the new roof 
on the back porch of LeRoy House. 
 Another donor, Bob Jones, 
who now lives in Florida and whose 
wife Suzanne, served as President of 
the Historical Society, donated $500 to 
be used at the discretion of the Board.  
Some of Bob’s donation will be desig-
nated toward the exhibit “Remember 
the Ladies.”
 Jean and Bill Kent have donated 
$200 to be used for a project at the 
Board’s discretion.  The Kents and their 
family have been major supporters of 
the annual Dinner Auction. The Histori-
cal Society is thankful for their gener-
ous support.
 A designated donation by Mark 
Belluscio of $750 was matched by his 
employer, Google through Benivity 
and the $1500 was used to purchase 
three new computers for the Historical 
Society. 

 Thank you to our 
United Way Donors 

 The LeRoy Historical Society is 
a United Way agency and can be cho-
sen as a designated recipient of your 
United Way donations.  Since we are 
in Genesee County, we are included in 
two United Way campaigns.  The Gen-
esee County campaign is held later in 
the year.  The Monroe County/ Roch-
ester United Way campaign is held 
in the spring.  Most of our designated 
money comes through the Rochester 
campaign. We just received notice of 
those people who designated the His-
torical Society to receive their donation 
from the spring campaign.  We are very 
fortunate that these funds amount to 
over $5000. This figure will be adjusted 
by United Way for administrative fees.  
Anyone can designate the Historical 
Society as a recipient but you have to 
use the necessary designation sheet 
and the number assigned to the His-
torical Society. If you do not receive one 
of these designation sheets, you must 
request one.  
We would like to thank the following 
people for their support:  
Ed Henry of LeRoy
Khamkevane Vorasane of Henrietta
Jean Wood of LeRoy 
Keith Zemaitis of Spencerport
Mickey Hyde of LeRoy 
Richard Lathan of LeRoy  
Margaret Murphy of LeRoy  
Cynthia Osborne of LeRoy 
Michelle Panepento of LeRoy   
Michael Perry of LeRoy  
Michael Riggi of Batavia
John Sherman of LeRoy  
Ray and Shelley Stein of LeRoy 
Brenda Carlson of LeRoy 
Shelley Carlson of Mt. Morris
James Carr of Hilton 
Roxanne Coleman of LeRoy  
Kirstan Crowe of LeRoy  
Patricia Daansen of LeRoy  
Thomas Dintruff of LeRoy  
Anne Fox of LeRoy 
Genesee-Wyoming Railroad –
   Livingston Branch
John Armitage

Elizabeth Cady
Stanton Will Visit 

LeRoy House
September 10 at 4PM
Join us for a very interesting and pro-
vocative presentation by Melinda Gru-
be, who portrays Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton.  Melinda, who lives in Medina, and 
is an adjunct professor at Cayuga Com-
munity College, has been very busy 
this year, as New York State celebrates 
the 100th anniversary of Women’s Suf-
frage. We are very fortunate to have 
Melinda fit LeRoy into her very busy 
schedule.  Do not miss this opportunity 
to hear first hand, the story of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, whose words propelled 
the women’s right movement into the 
20th century.

2017 Business 
Members 

Each year, the Historical 
Society reaches out to the 
business community for 
support for special  proj-
ects.  This year, we are most 
thankful for donations from 
the following:  

 $500 level
McDonalds of LeRoy
$250  level
Humphrey Electric
LP Graphics
Supporting $100
The Greens of LeRoy 
Lakestreet Florist 
Harris Farms
M&B Farms

Crockers   
Freed Maxick
Sustaining $50
John Cooper
Derrick Monument
Pizzaland
Falcone Funeral Home
John Rider Realestate
Gottogo Electric
Cameron  Brady 
   Funeral Home
Bubba’s Landscaping
Bill Fox Construction
Red Osier Restaurant
Iroquois Design
Linwood Turf

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

Jan. 1, 20 ___ - Dec. 31, 20 ___
❒ Family ................................35.00
❒ Individual or Sen. Cit. ........25.00
❒ Sustaining ..........................50.00
❒ Supporting ........................100.00
❒ Life (Individual) ...............400.00
❒ Enclosed is an additional
 contribution of: _______

Name: ______________________________
Address: ____________________________  
E-Mail: _____________________________
Telephone: ___________________________
VISA OR MASTERCARD #:  ___________________________________ EXP DATE:  _______

Contributions to non-profit educational insitutions are tax 
deductable. Please make check payable to: LeRoy Historical Society
MAIL TO:   LeRoy Historical Society
 23 East Main Street, PO Box 176
 LeRoy, NY  14482-0176


