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Mail Delivery

Cartouche on front of LeRoys post office

In 1916, EB. Robinson of Roch-
ester wrote to the LeRoy Gazette
and shared some stories about
early LeRoy: “One of the great-
est of modern conveniences that
would astonish the pioneer is the
postal service of today. When
the country was in its infancy
an all public utilities were rude-
ly conducted, the transmission
of a letter was a matter of mo-
ment. Days were required for
messages to go from one part of
the country to another generally
by stage, more often on horse-
back, and not infrequently the
carrier was afoot. Aside from
the uncertainty of these means
of communication the expense
was great, and for those items
as compared with the east and
wealth of today the cost of send-
ing a letter was enormous. It
was not until 1834 that railroads
first carried the mail. (Much lat-
er in LeRoy.)

In the very early days
envelopes were not known and
they were not used until 1839.
Letters were written on a single
sheet of paper and so folded that
when the last flap was turned
and sealed with a bit of wax,
the writing was concealed from
view and the contents could not

be ascertained without breaking
the seal. The rates of postage at
first were regulated by the num-
ber of sheets and the distance the
letter was to be sent.

In 1810, there were 2300 post-
offices and by 1829, there were
8004.”

Judge Hinsdale wrote
of his early days in old LeRoy
and mentioned the mail service:
“One day my father told me he
wished me to go on horseback to
a stage tavern about three miles
away to get a letter. He had an
excellent habit of explaining
everything to me and the reason
of this mission was told me. It
seems that after the Revolution
and for some time in the early
part of the 19th century, there
was no, or a very inadequate
mail service for Central and
Western New York and for the
country further west. It seems
that when the friends at the old
homes in New England want-
ed to communicate with those
who had gone to any part of the
Western country it was so im-
portant an event that it was the
town talk. At once everybody
wrote letters to his friends and
gave them to the traveler. He
would carry them as far as he

was going towards the destina-
tion of the letters and place them
in a letter rack found in every
stage house of those days. They
would remain until another trav-
eler, any stranger, would look
over the rack and select any let-
ter going in the direction of his
journey. If he was not going as
far as the destination of his let-
ters they would again be placed
in the rack of the tavern for some
other stranger to give them an-
other advance towards their
destination until finally each
letter would reach a rack near
it's destination. I rode proudly
to the old stage house to receive
this last letter that ever reached
my father’s house in this primi-
tive manner. I remember feeling
impressed with the importance
of the mission. I had never been
alone on horseback so far from
home before. I rode up to the
wayside inn and a kindly, port-
ly old man in shirtsleeves came
to the door and asked what he
could do for me. I told him I had
been sent by my father for a let-
ter. He at once took it out of the
rack and gave it to me and I rode
home. ..I did not know that I
was taking part in one of the last
acts in a quaint system of letter

carrying that was then just van-
ishing before the progress of our
present splendid postal system."
The first post office in LeRoy
was established on April 1, 1804
and was located in the Ash-
er Bates’ Tavern on East Main
Road. Before this, the nearest
post office was in Canandaigua.
Bates’ tavern burned and the
post office was moved west of
the Creek and was for a while
in the Eagle Hotel, the Arcade
Building on the north side of
Main Street. and in the store
owned by Samual DeVeaux,
(eventually the Wiss Hotel) lo-
cated on the corner of Lake and
Main. Each week, the LeRoy
Gazette would post a list of peo-
ple who had letters waiting for
them.

Ernest Woodward do-
nated the property where the
post office is located today.
Work was begun in 1935 and the
building was dedicated on Au-
gust 21, 1938. A new historic
marker, funded through a grant
from the Pomeroy Foundation,
will be placed in front of the post
office this spring, signifying that
the building is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The
historic marker that is now in
front of the post office will be
moved to Mill Street, in front of
the location of the 19th century
LeRoy Flour Mill.



