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Bathtub Jell-O
by Lynne Belluscio 

I've been catching up on ac-
cessioning objects into the col-
lection and I came across four 
original cartoons by noted politi-
cal cartoonist Pat Bagley of the 
Salt Lake Tribune. He produced 
several Jell-O cartoons during 
the 100th Anniversary of Jell-O 
in 1997.

Grace Leong from Jell-O's 
marketing company in New 
York mailed them to me last 
year.  As I was looking at the 
cartoons, I was amused to find 
one “Prohibition” which was 
a prognostication of things to 
come in 2010. Did Bagley have 
any idea that his humorous 
prophesy might actually come 
true?  “In a fiendish effort to 
undermine Utahns' high moral 
values, legislation is enacted to 
prohibit the transportation, sale, 
possession or consumption of 
Jell-O!!!” (Doesn't this sound 
like the new legislative propos-
als to tax sugar-filled bever-
ages to curb childhood obesity? 
What's next - - Jell-O?)

 I wanted  to print Bagley's 
cartoon, but discovered I needed 
his permission. So yesterday I 
left him a message and today I 
talked with him and got permis-
sion to run the cartoon.  Actually, 
he didn't remember it, but when I 
read him the captions, I think he 
was intrigued with the prophetic 
message.

Fourteen years ago, it sounded 
silly to think that we would en-
act legislation to prohibit sugar 

based food, but that's not so 
today. So maybe we will have to 
make Bathtub Jell-O and go to 
Canada to buy Jell-O  - - or have 
to smuggle it across the border.   
This whole thing sounds like one 
of my April Fool's Day articles 
- - - - but it isn't. ( You'll have to 
wait two weeks for that.)

Pat doesn't concentrate on 
Jell-O jokes. His political car-
toons have appeared in the Wall 
Street Journal, the Los Angeles 
Times and the Guardian of Lon-
don. He was born in Salt Lake 
City but grew up in Oceanside 
California, where his father was 

mayor. His interest in politics 
was peaked in high school, 
when he participated in a PBS 
interview of Ronald Ragan. He 
graduated from Brigham Young 
University. (Which I reminded 
him, was the driving force be-
hind getting Utah to vote Jell-O 
the official Utah State Snack.)  
He has been on the staff of the 
Salt Lake City Tribune since 
1979. He is the author of several 
books, including “Dinosaurs 
of Utah” (which is not a po-
litical comment on the political 
situation in Utah), “This Is The 
Place” a young adult history 

of Utah and the nationally ac-
claimed “Clueless George Goes 
to War.”

So many thanks to Pat Bagley 
for allowing me to reprint his 
Jell-O cartoon. I will be featur-
ing some Jell-O cartoons this 
year in the Jell-O Gallery, in-
cluding the five Bagley cartoons. 
In the 1950s, Jell-O hired sev-
eral cartoonists to create Jell-O 
cartoons for advertising, which 
included Hank Ketchum, creator 
of "Dennis the Menace. "  
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Annual Spring Chinese Auction
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Rec Hall - Bethany Center Road
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    drawing begins promptly at 1:30 pm
 Call 356-5440 for info
 or to donate a basket.
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 5 Professional 
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Lori Steinbrenner, Proprietor
JoAnn Mather • Julie Laurie

Nan Miller • Linda White

Ear Piercing & Facial Waxing By Julie Laurie

Tanning By Wolffe Systems - (1 month $35.00)

34 Main Street, Le Roy • 768-2250
Styling For The Entire Family By Appt. Or Just Walk In!

The Personal Preference

Stop in to see all our hair accessories as well as our retail line
"Small Indulgences" - Affordable, Quality Jewelry

See Linda White - 768-2250 or 768-2041

SPA PEDICURES & MANICURES BY MANDY & NAILS BY DEE
Salon Hrs: Tues.-Thurs. 9 am-8 pm, Fri. 9-4 pm, Sat. 8-2 pm
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       Nan
     Miller,
 Esthetician
 For All Your
  Facial Needs!




