by Lynne Belluscio

Few people around LeRoy
have seen a “Brownie Calen-
dar” yet each year over 120,000
Brownie Calendars roll off the
presses at the LeRoy Pennysaver
and are shipped to stores, banks
and restaurants in the Southeast
and Mid-Atlantic States.

In December, The Roanoke
Times, (in Virginia) ran a two-
page article about the Brownie
Calendar. The reporter, Ralph
Berrier, Jr., wrote about Tilly’s
Grocery in Cana, Virginia . Each
year Terry Tilly orders 375 calen-
dars for his customers. According
to the newspaper, “Tilly’s Gro-
cery is an old-fashioned country
store that still sells tins of snuff
and where old men gather in the
mornings to drink coffee and
argue politics.

Naturally a Ramon's Brownie
Calendar hangs on the wall just
inside the front door.” Terry
Tilly said that “people go crazy
if we don’t have them.” Last
year, while on a museum trip, I
stopped at an antique store near
Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
and found a tall stack of Brownie
Calendars for sale. I bought a
1930 calendar from Phillips &
Hutchens, General Merchandise
from East Bend, North Carolina
and a 1981 calendar from Cut-
ter Inc. of Yadkinville, North
Carolina (one of the first printed
in LeRoy.)

The first Brownie Calendar
was printed in the 1880s by the
Brown Manufacturing Company
of Greeneville, Tennessee. The
calendars were advertising pieces
for the patent medicines produced
by the Brown Company and in-
cluded the picture of the “Little
Doctor”, a little man dressed in
a long coat and top hat carry-
ing a bag of Ramon’s pills. By
the time Brown Manufacturing
was bought by David Grayson
in LeRoy, the patent medicine
business was being phased out,
but the demand for the calendars
continued.

For over 120 years, people
have looked to the Brownie Cal-
endar for weather prognostica-
tions, gardening tips and phases
of the moon. David acquires
the almanac information from
the Farmer's Almanac (not the
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Old Farmer's Almanac).
I checked the weath-
er prognostication for
this year’s Valentine's
Day weekend: “Stormy
weather in New Eng-
land and Mid-Atlantic,
with heavy snow ac-
cumulations of 6-12 .
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the Buck Valley
Ranch in Warfordsburg, Penn-
sylvania. The ranch includes dif-
ferent quotation each year on the
calendar. Their 2010 quotation
is “The quickest way to double
your money is to fold it over and
put it in your pocket.”

So I'said to David, “Could you
print some Brownie Calendars for

the Historical Society?” I know
that we are already six weeks into
the year, but I think some folks in
LeRoy might want to have one of
these unique vintage calendars.
So the Historical Society is go-
ing to have 100, limited edition
Brownie Calendars for sale.
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I’ve even picked out a historical
quotation to have included. The
calendars should be ready for sale
by February 22. We’ll use them
as a fund-raiser and sell them for
$5. You can stop by the museum
shop and pick one up.
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