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by Lynne Belluscio
The internet is a wonderful 

thing!  Fourteen years ago I wrote 
a short article about Emelene  
Abbey Dunn, an art student at In-
gham University, Class of 1884. 
At that time we knew that she was 
from Rochester and that she had 
studied with Lemuel Wiles. After 
graduation she maintained a stu-
dio and taught art in Burlington, 
Vermont.  She also worked for the 
Prang Company of Boston and 

supervised drawing in the schools 
of New London and Willimantic, 
Connecticut.

In 1890 she was living in New 
London, Connecticut. We have 
two small water color pieces of 
hers and a wonderful sketch book 
with landscapes and portraits in 
ink and pencil. She was very tal-
ented. But we knew nothing more 
about her until I did a Google 

search today. She is listed in “Sto-
ries in Stone” compiled by Mount 
Hope Cemetery. I also discovered 
that the Memorial Art Gallery 
in Rochester has a piece by her.  
Emelene – also known as Emma 
– was born in Rochester on May 
26, 1859. She was the daughter 
of Samuel and Harriet Newell 
Dunn. Her brother was Thomas 
B. Dunn, a Congressman. She 
graduated from the Rochester 

Free Academy 
and then at-
tended Ingham 
U n i v e r s i t y. 
After school, 
she studied in 
Florence and 
P a r i s .  S h e 
taught briefly 
i n  C a n a d a 
and then for a 
while at Brock-
port Normal 
School. She 
a s s i s t e d  a t 
the Connecti-
cut  Normal 
School, where 
she developed 
an art course 
w h i c h  w a s 
published for 
teachers. She 
maintained a 
studio in New 

York City for twenty years, 
where she established the New 
York Normal Art School for 
advanced instruction of teachers 
and supervisors of art. Her art 
work included oil, watercolors, 
pastels and pen and ink. Her art 
was exhibited throughout the 
Northeast, including the Memo-
rial Art Gallery and the Edgerton 
Park Gallery in Rochester. 

An article in the Rochester 
Democrat & Chronicle men-
tioned that during World 
War I “Miss Dunn devoted 
herself so unsparingly 
to the work of bring-
ing comfort and cheer 
to American and Al-
lied soldiers that 
she undermined her 
health and returned 
to Rochester some-
what of an invalid.”

She continued 
her work with veter-
ans at the Rochester 
State Hospital.  “At 
times during her life, 
subjected to long or-
deals of physical pain. 
She rose triumphant time 
and time again to carry on 
her chosen work.”

According to a book pub-
lished in memoriam after her 
death, “The most cruel of blows 
came when, long months before 
her death, physicians advised her 
to give up painting ... she could do 
no more than thumbnail sketches 
and she did, hundreds of them 
as letter headings and greeting 
cards.”

She died at her sister’s home at 
97 Oxford Street on February 17, 
1929.  Her sister, Mary, compiled 
many of her watercolors with 
selections of her writings about 
travel in the Mediterranean. I 
found a copy of the book in Cali-
fornia with a Google search and 
in a couple of days we will have 
a copy of  “Mediterranean Picture 

Lands” to add to the upcom-
ing exhibit of art from Ingham 
University.  

The small pencil sketch that I 
printed with the article I wrote in 
1995, was from her small sketch 
book. It showed three little girls 
sitting under an umbrella, play-
ing tea with their dolls and the 
caption was “My Ma says that 
women ought to vote.”  Not only 
do we have her sketch book, 
but now that we have indexed 
the photographs on the Ingham 
students, we were able to find 
a photo of Emma Dunn, Class 
of 1884.




